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South Whidbey School Farms 
      Developed in 2014, the South Whidbey School Farms are a vibrant set of farms spread across the two 
campuses of the South Whidbey School District. With over one acre of growing space, the farms supply 
fresh vegetables and fruits to the more than five hundred K-12 students who visit weekly for garden and 
agriculture classes. AddiFonal produce is donated to the non-profit Whidbey Island Nourishes (WIN), 
added to school lunches, and made available to the community through a donaFon-based farm stand. 
       Students who visit the farm parFcipate in farm-based educaFon and become acFve parFcipants in 
the school farm community. Students help carry out most farm tasks from seeding through harvesFng. 
Healthy eaFng is reinforced in culinary classes where students are exposed to new flavors. 
       With up to nine garden classes taking place across the district on any given day, this mulFfaceted 
program is made possible through the service of AmeriCorps volunteers. The farm currently hosts five 
members who help to co-teach classes, carry out farm work, and facilitate the culinary and WIN snack 
programs. The current service term is coming to an end in July and before our current cohort says 
goodbye to the farm we have a project we would like to complete to increase parFcipaFon in the garden 
for all students and visitors. 

Accessible Elevated Garden Bed Project 

Our vision for this project is to create a garden bed that increases the physical accessibility of our school 
farm and serves as a calming space for students to use as needed. 

The raised bed is designed to be wheelchair accessible in order to increase the inclusivity of the school 
farm. Currently, the space is difficult to navigate for those in a wheelchair or with other physical 
accessibility needs. By creaFng a raised bed that can accommodate a wheelchair and including seaFng 
around it, students who previously had difficulty navigaFng the garden have a dedicated space to 
parFcipate in school farm curriculum and experienFal learning. AddiFonally,  our plan includes a secFon 
for a sensory garden, which would include aromaFc plants and plants with soU or interesFng textures, 
and a sandbox which can serve as a sFmulaFng place for students with impaired sight, students who 
can’t parFcipate in the primary acFvity of the day, and younger students. Once the structure is built, the 
aim is to pair it with appropriate curriculum so students can feel ownership over the space and have the 
hands-on gardening experience we strive to provide. 
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The bed will also be a resource available to all students as a calm down space. Working with the K - 6 
students, we have noFced that someFmes students are not able or wanFng to parFcipate in the 
acFviFes of the day for various personal reasons. Knowing that everyone has a tough day, we want to 
create an intenFonal space where students can go and know they have access to when they need to sit 
somewhere calming. Our T shape creates two liXle spaces for students to sit and be surrounded by 
plants. AddiFonally, the inclusion of a sandbox and sensory garden can be helpful calm down tools for 
students to uFlize when they need a break. Having a safe and calm space they can go to to self-regulate 
or chat with a farmer or teacher is helpful for both staff and students. 

Dr. Jeff Fankhauser, Director of Special Programs & Services, has enthusiasFcally endorsed this project: 
“Providing for the accessibility of all of our students is a wonderful goal of this project.  Student 
accessibility and equity are core to our school’s mission, vision and values.  CongratulaQons to the school 
farm for finding new and innovaQve areas of inclusion for our students!” 

Timeline 
May 11: Americorps team met to discuss larger goals of the project and finalize the shape of the 
structure that would best benefit those who would primarily be using it. 
  
May 18: Americorps team visualized the physical space of the structure and created the dimensions to 
move forward with material selecFon and costs. 
  
June 1: Americorps team decided on types of material to use for the longevity of the garden beds. Once 
a monetary goal was set for fundraising, the team had a larger discussion on the logisFcs of fundraising 
and the donors this program has relaFonships with in the community. 
  
June 17: The team will release a public announcement with the inspiraFon, goals, and needs of this 
project, along with the history of the program and a Fmeline and budget. 
  
June 17 - July 11: This month will give members Fme to fundraise! We will explore different approaches 
while uFlizing methods that have worked for the program in past fundraising efforts. 
  
July 11: The team has scheduled their build date for the last week of this AmeriCorps team's term. 
Members are looking forward to the opportunity to learn more about contracFng and building with this 
accessible garden. This will act as the final project and the lasFng impact the team wants to leave with 
the South Whidbey students. 
  
Budget 

12 6'-8' posts = $250 
Decking for fascia 1' wide = $185 
4 12' 2x10 wrap for bed  = $170 
UFlity wood slats  = $85 
Hardware cloth = $75 
Screws, 3" and 1 5/8' = $50 
4 12' 2x2 boXom ledger = $38 
IrrigaFon fijngs and tubing = $35 
Seeds, plants, ferFlizer and pojng soil = $110 
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Total is $998.00 
In our fundraising efforts, we have set a goal of $1000. 

We have already received a contribu>on of $500, so s>ll need to raise another $500. 
Please donate at hEps://whidbeyschoolgardens.wordpress.com/donate/ 

Thank you! 

~~ Riley Baker, Lily Cowan, Chad Fisher, Shayna Leibowitz, and Rachel Nojngham 

Email farm@sw.wednet.edu for more informaFon or quesFons. 
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